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Touching =
story of Larry
the Loon
turnedintoa
children's book
with proceeds
going to the
Canadian
Wildlife
Federation

lustrations from the book Larry the Loon:

fockie from ar eft, Loon inthe mist

Susan Gosevitz: Loon ising Loretta Rogers:

Kidsfoeding Lary, Darcey il Loon doctor,
indy Donato; Loon taking flight, S

Goswitz andi Lany the Léon book cover

RITADEMONTIS “Unfortunately, he didn't
NationalFood Editor make it,” says well-known
Canadian hysican D Ber

It lnkzs an art village to osevitz, whose eldest
savea loos dzugme( Sarah, found the
Lar lhr: loon, whohad the  bird and whose wife, Susan,

misfortune of being severely  is one of the artists who
injured by a careless boater

— and the exceptional luck of o
having a group of Canadian  profound... eulhan’\sn was
artists come to his aid. the e onlysnswe

His story has the happy méthing sbout Larry

ending everyone wants — or Iauchzd everyone’s heart,
the true ending that reflects said Gosevitz, and the
the realities of life and death.  last few weeks of his life
‘The choice s yours tomake  could only be described
in the hauntingly beauti- as heaven-sent: Lovingly
ful children’s book Larry the ~ hand-fed a steady diet of
oon, based on the real-life Pusateri smoked salmon,
injured loon who lived for  fresh-caught rock bass and
several weeks late last sum-  even herring, Larry seemed
mer on the Muskoka waters,  to rally and gain strength.
passively bobbing around
near the docks while neigh-
bours tried vainly to keep him
alive.

up? The talented
artists from the Tobin Island
School of Fine Art. This is
the same team who created,
along with celebrated chil
dren’s book author Judith
McMurray, the beautifully
detailed Chucky the Lonely
Inukshuk (Bryler Publica-
tions), where each page was
a celebration of the differ-
ent artist’s tribute to a real
Inukshuk. Proceeds from Everyone cheered him
that book went to a charita- on, said Gosevitz, and he
ble cause. became the main topic of

itz tending o the wounded ke his bird knew...dhatwe - bol or the Canadian wild,

. Other artists in the book ~ cared for him” it would be the common

Loretta Rogers found the loon,” writes Bateman. “This

loon “inspiring. When he book captures the beauty

hy Mo o o inspiing  wasfirstiound weasked us-  ofoons and the polgnancy
1 ishap-  of their

read perfe
{he chidzon in all of s, pes
EMitiay saiditwasa o

And yet it was so obvi- hu

ans!
us he wanted to survive.” Tt certainly does. Larry the
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joint n by everyone  Histale certainly is ames-  Loon (Bryler Publications)
In Larry’s case, itwasatrue  conversation in the little b e o st o sage about triumphing over  will be available starting
labour of love for all involved ~ art community up north. ing to the book. “We fel adversity, added Gosevtiz. July 25 at Chapters Indigo
— from the moment the wee It appeared he had found a  Mercedes SUV. almost mournful yet noble  one of bravery and defi-  was appropriate given to  The fact the group cre- as well as all Rogers stores.
feathered friend was dis- - placeineveryonesheart.  During the weeks before  pose quiey Iooking outover  ance, while Karen Genovese  what happened o Larry;”  ated all the pieces and had ~ All proisfom the ook will
covered driting listlesslyin _ “Loons are wild, 2 's demise and almost  the waters, Doug Dunford  shows the profound loneli-  says McMurray, “There was  the book written and ready e donated to the Canadian
the waters to the day he was ritage and lhls it guy hy instinct, the artists in the  captured the magnificence of ness of a bird castadrift from  something so special about ~for print in under a year is a life Federation (CWF).
driven to wildlife veterinar- reﬂlly touched all of us ... we ~ community starting captur-  the bird rising up to meet the  its world. that bird”" testament to the generosity There will also be a spe- rel>ecmshnednnngcum) It's tainly lives on through the Muskoka.
ian services where every-  couldn'tlet him down” " ingLarryin his natural ab- ~ sun, while Darcy SII¢ piece  There's even a hilarious s Goseviz clls the . of spiit they brought tothe . cial eventopen tothe public  aglorious century home and _ artwork and the inspiration  Websites olookfor: Larry
one thoughthedsurvivethe  Tven thatatefultip o the _ itat. Each artsttook o spe- s aheart tugging potraitof _ cartoon by SUN Media's k “i ‘S evenafor. onAug.14/om noon untll3 your chance to meet the at. e broughtoa group ofded. _theloon.com, Canadian Wi
wounds to his webbed foot  vetclinicsaw Larry gonstle  cifc stance — Susan Gos-  wounded wildife, famed cartoonist Andy  cdusatos fhe public abou S byfamed Canadlianart. . pin, af Rebecea's Casual Fine st see their works and talk _ icaed profssionalswho Just e Federation (wf{eorg).
and wing. delivered in a sleek, black _evitz captured Larryinan  Loretta Rogers' Larry is Donato showing Dr. Gose-  conservation ... loons are  ist Robert Bateman. “Ifyou  Dining on 3842 Hwy. 118in fondly of Larry the Loy wanted to help a wounded
normally so wild. But it was _hink about the best sym. Port Carling (105.766-0244)  Who knows? His spiftcer. bird dayin



